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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 3-11 are reiected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kashiwagi et al (US 2002/0098870) in view of Tonomura et a! (US 5,809. 11 9) . 

As to claims 3, 4, Kashiwagi teaches a multi-channel management method that is 
applied to a multi-channel input system for making cordless connection between a 
plurality of terminals and a plurality of input apparatuses corresponding to these 
terminals based on a multi-channel system, the multi-channel management method 
comprising: managing a setting status of each channel in the multi-channel input system 
and notifying the setting status to a particular one of the terminals according to a 
request from the particular terminal the input system for making cordless connection 
between plurality of the terminals and plurality of input apparatuses. Kashiwagi fails to 
teach each terminal connected to and independently communicating with a hiqh-order 
terminal via a network and by providing a channel-setting table in the high-order 
terminal. Tonomura teaches each terminal connected to and independently 
communicating with a hiqh-order terminal via a network and by providing a channel- 
setting table in the high-order terminal (see fig. 1. numbers 101. 102, 109. col. 3, lines 
53-67, col. 4, lines 1-32). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
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in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the teaching of Tonomura into 
the system of Kashiwagi in order to automatically connect the terminals based on the 
time table setting(as suggested by Tonomura col. 2, lines 30-36). 

As to claims 5, 10, 11, Kashiwagi teaches a multi-channel terminal by utilizing a 
set channel that has been set in advance out of a plurality of channels based on a multi- 
channel system, the multi-channel terminal comprising: a checking unit (see page 3, 
paragraph 0041) which checks presence or absence of a data reception in a channel 
other than a set channel during a period while the set channel has no data reception; 
and an interference channel candidate extraction unit (see see page 4, paragraph 0048- 
0051) which selects a channel as a candidate interference channel having a possibility 
of the occurrence of interference at the time of updating the set channel, when the 
checking unit has detected a data reception. Kashiwagi fails to teach a multi-channel 
terminal connected to and communicating with a high-order terminal via a network, 
which manages a setting status of each channel in a multi-channel input system. 
Tonomura teaches a multi-channel terminal connected to and communicating with a 
high-order terminal via a network, which manages a setting status of each channel in a 
multi-channel input system (see fig. 1, numbers 101, 102, 109. col. 3, lines 53-67. col. 4, 
lines 1-32). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to provide the teaching of Tonomura into the system of 
Kashiwagi in order to automatically connect the terminals based on the time table 
setting(as suggested by Tonomura col. 2, lines 30-36). 
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As to claims 6, 7, the combination of Kashiwagi and Tonomura teaches a 
notification unit which notifies the candidate interference channel to a user and notifies a 
setting status of each channel of the multi-channel system, in addition to the 
interference channel, (see Kashiwagi page 3, paragraphs 0043, 0046). 

As to claim 8, the combination of Kashiwagi and Tonomura teaches an 
interruption processing unit which interrupts a processing to execute a processing of 
received data, when a set channel has received data while the checking unit is checking 
(see Kashiwagi page 3, paragraph 0042). 

As to claim 9, the combination of Kashiwagi and Tonomura teaches wherein the 
checking unit destroys data that has been received during the checking (see Kashiwagi 
page 3, paragraph 0042). 

Response to Argument 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-1 1 have been considered but are 
moot In view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claim 1 is allowed over the prior art. 

Tonomura et al (US 5,809,1 19) teaches communication method of supplying 
information In the Intelligent network and apparatus In which comprises a plurality of 
terminals and each terminal communicates via the network independently, a 
management unit (see fig. 1, number 102, col. 3, lines 53-67, col. 4, lines 1-32) which 
manages a setting status of each channel in the multi-channel input system by providing 
a channel setting table showing the relationship between the plurality of terminals and 
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plurality of channels that can be utilized in the multi-channel input system; Kashiwagi et 
al (US 2002/0098870) teaches base station for wireless communication and method for 
setting up frequency band in the base station , which has a multi-channel management 
apparatus, which is connected to a plurality of terminals via a network and 
independently communicates with each of the terminals is applied to a multi-channel 
input system for making cordless connection between a terminal and a input apparatus 
corresponding to the terminal based on a multi-channel system, the multi-channel 
management apparatus comprising: a management unit (see fig. 3. number 133, page 
3, paragraphs 0036-0037) which manages a setting status of each channel in the multi- 
channel input system by providing a channel setting table showing the relationship 
between the plurality of terminals and plurality of channels that can be utilized in the 
multi-channel input system; and a notification unit (see page 3, paragraphs 0043, 0046) 
which notifies the setting status to a particular terminal according to a request from the 
particular terminal. The prior art either combined or alone fails to teach wherein the 
multi-channel management apparatus comprises an interference channel candidate 
extraction unit, which selects a channel as a candidate interference channel having a 
possibility of the occurrence of interference at the time of updating a set channel, and 
notifies the interference channel to terminal, when this channel other than the set 
channel has a data reception during a period while the set channel set at the terminal 
has no data reception. 

Conclusion 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Basawapapatna et al (US 2002/0031224) teaches secure multimedia 
communication system. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nhan T Le whose telephone number is 571-272-7892. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 08:00-05:00 (Mon-Fri). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on 571-272-7899. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Nhan Le 
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